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Abstract: This study was conducted to examine the impact of events and projects at the Wuhan Children’s
Library to promote reading and attract children to the library. The study discusses the important role
of children’s library in encouraging children’s zest for reading. The purpose of the study was to investigate how
the concept of “Books Are Designed for Reading” allows the Wuhan Children’s Library to engage proactively
with readers by finding books for readers or by meeting readers to actively promote books. Based on the
application-oriented concept and children’s reading needs, the Wuhan Children’s Library carried out a dynamic
integrated model of book collection. It was found that besides improving the systems of library book collections
and reader services, there are some initiatives introducing the library, promoting books, helping more
readers to discover and to enjoy the library and to love reading. The voluntary service system allows the
Wuhan Children’s Library to provide the latest publications through cooperation with writers and publishers.
Various focused reading promotional activities resulted in large numbers of readers who rely on and are fond
of the library. This analysis is expected to be useful for any library in the formulation of library development
programs and planning of new children’s library development schemes for young users.
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X. Lin ® Books and readers in the children’s Library
C. JInHb ® KHuru n untatenun B geTckon bubnmorteke

C. JluHb
KHUrn n yntatenu B gpeTtckom bubnuoreke

CsH JluHb

[eTckaa bubnuoteka

HaHkuH-poyn, panoH LssaHraH, N2 64, YxaHb, npoBuHuma Xy63n, 430014, Kutan,
OVpeKTop no bubnnoTeyHoW geaTenbHOCTH

e-mail: 52376394(dqq.com

AHHOTaums. B cTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTcs posib eTCKON BUBNNOTEKN B MOOLPEHUM UHTEpeca feTel K uTe-
Huto. Llenb paboTbl - BbIACHUTL, Kak KoHUenuus «KHUrM npegHasHavyeHbl ANs YTEHUSA» NO3BONSET YXaHbCKOM
LeTcKo 6ubnmoTeke aKkTMBHO B3aMMOLENCTBOBATb C YNTATENAMM, HAXOAS A1 HUX IUTepaTypy U BCTpeyasch
C HUMW LNS aKTUBHOMO NPOABUXeHUA KHUT. VccnepoBaHue Bblno NpoBefeHo B LensX U3YyYeHUs BAUSHUS
MeponpuATUA U NPOEKTOB YXaHbCKOW feTCKon Bubanoteke Ha NPOABUXKEHME YTEHUSA U NPUBSiIeYeHUE feTel
B bnbnuoTteky. OCHOBbLIBasiCb Ha KOHLLENL MU, OPUEHTUPOBAHHOW Ha NoTpebHOCTHN AeTell B UTeHuUn, brubnmoteka
pa3paboTana AUHAMUYHYIO MHTETPUPOBAHHYO MOAENb KHUXHOro doHAa. Bbino ycTaHoBNEHO, YTO, MOMUMO
COBEpPLUEHCTBOBAHMUS CUCTEM BUBANOTEUHBIX KHUXHbBIX GOHLOB M 0OCYXMBaHUSA YnTaTeNen, CyLLecTByeT
PAL MHULMATUB, 3HAKOMSLLWX IOHbIX MOceTUTenen ¢ bubnnoTekoi 1 Npoby>kaaLLmnx B HUX Nt0B0Bb K YTEHWMIO.
BonoHTepckas cuctema, BHelpeHHas B 6ubnunoTteke, No3BoNiieT 3HAKOMUTb NOSIb30BaTeNe C KHUXKHbBIMU
HOBMHKaMM, 0praHNM30BbIBaTb BCTPEYM C UHTEPECHBLIMM aBTOPaMM U NIy4YLWNMM n3gatensaMmu. PesynstaTsl nccne-
LoBaHua bynyT nonesHbl bubnnotekaM npu paspaboTke NporpaMm pasBuTUA U paboTbl C OHBIMU YATATENSMMU.

KnioueBble cnoBa: YxaHbckas feTckas bubnuoteka, notpebHocTn feTei B YTEHUU, MEPONPUSATMS NO NPO-
LOBUXEHUIO YTeHUst, cbop KHWF, cucTeMa fobpoBOSIbHOrO 06CNYyXMBaHUS

Dna uutnposaHnusa: Lin X. Books and readers in the children’s Library // Book. Reading. Media. 2024.
Vol. 2, No. 2. P. 130-135. https://doi.org/10.20913/BRM-2-2-6.

CraTbs ocTtynuna B pegakuuio 03.10.2023
MonyyeHa nocne popabotku 02.05.2024
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The significance of a library depends upon the books
and people reading these books. As a comprehensive

areas. It utilizes book collections for display and
research as well as promoting children’s reading under

specialized library with a collection of up to a million
books and 500,000 digital editions, Wuhan Children’s

Library serves millions of readers aged 0-18 years ( ).

It provides 700 various reading activities connected
to “The Year of Childhood” program every year.

Our library is a central resource of documentation
and research for the local community. It services
millions of children both locally and in surrounding

the practical concept of “Books Are Designed for
Reading” Not satisfied with the traditional service
model of waiting passively for readers to engage with
the library, our staff introduces our library more
proactively by finding appropriate books for readers
and meeting readers’ book needs. The use of library
books is maximized through the help of the librarians’
guiding readers through library services and offering.

Fig. 1. Wuhan Children’s Library
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Among the first independent libraries in our country,
our library has a 60 year history of a complete children’s
books collection system and a clear history of success.
In the early years there was an enormous collection
of children’s series books, telling literary stories with
pictures depicting the stories in the library ( ).
This type of children books with outstanding pictures
and literary compositions had been Chinese children’
favorites before 1990s. Children series books have
gradually become less relevant through the passage
of time. With the great variety of children’s books,
some of them tend to be diversified. As the early herit-
age — children’s series books have been honored as the
precious collection in our library and play an important
role in research of history, literary and picture books.
In recent years, themed children’s book exhibitions,
based on research of children series books, have been
warmly welcomed by the general public, awakening
the memories of 70- and 80-year-old adults and the
curiosity and interest of children ( ).

Based on the application-oriented concept and chil-
dren’s reading needs, our library carried out a dynamic
integrated model of book collection. Literary and art
books and collections are in high demand in the library.

Fig. 2. Children serial book

Since 2010 picture books have become the favorite
of 7 years old children, resulting in a rise of lending
amounts. The library purchasing department works
closely with the book circulation department to track
and to satisfy readers’ needs.

Furthermore, we collect various kinds and types
of books as diversifying as possible to meet the needs of
different readers ( ). In the practice of the concept

“Best Books for Readers” the book recommending channel
has been opened in the reading room to satisfy the needs
of even minority groups of readers. Also, we use internet
and ask for readers’ feedback so the uptodate informa-
tion supplied promptly to the book acquisition depart-
ment. The fast-tracked purchasing and sorting process
ensures that the target books reach the readers quickly.

As a specialized children’s library, we conduct
research on children’s literature under the concept
of application-satisfied method, focusing on children’s
education books around the world, offer literature ser-
vices for experts and scholars, engaged in local children’s
education: primary, secondary schools and colleges.
Picture books have become the focus of our collection
and research due to their popularity. Picture books
play the leading role in reading promotion activities
such as “Little-Footprint Story Club’, “Online Book
Club’, etc. ( ).

Fig. 3. Children serial books Exhibition

Fig. 4. Picture book
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Fig. 5. Picture Book Story Activity

Everything we do as librarians is for our readers.
Readers’ satisfaction is the highest standard of our
work. In recent years we have been constantly working
to improve the reader service system, to enrich book
collections, to simplify lending procedure, to cultivate
convenient and comfortable reading atmosphere.
Intelligent lending service has been implemented with
the full use of advanced reader service and manage-
ment technology. A city-wide pass-through service
was established with internet technology and the city’s
public library network. Meanwhile we've provided
free online digital books for readers unable to get to
the library. Now our library is proud to have a digital
book collection of up to 500 thousand picture books,
animation, video and other multimedia digital editions,
which is much greater than paper book collections.
Immersive, interactive and imaginative digital books
are much more suited to children’s nature, they have

become the best supplement to paper books. The meas-
ures above have fulfilled our commitment: “Finding
Books for Readers” ( ).

Besides improving the systems of library book
collections and reader services, we work hard to find
readers for the books and help readers explore the
libraries. We adjusted the traditional passive service
model by introducing the library, promoting books,
helping more readers to discover and to enjoy the
library and to love reading. We have built up gradually
our children reading promotion system through years
of exploration and experimentation.

The significance of this system is that the library is
proactively connecting books with readers by present-
ing interesting activities to promote children’s reading.
The system covers the whole process of children’s reading.

First, we have established a cooperative relation-
ship to promote books with numbers of producers
as children book writers and national children book
publishers.

Fig. 6. Digital Books
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Secondly, we have established inter-library coop-
erative partnerships with local and domestic libraries,
providing children reading services.

Thirdly, we have established reading promotion coop-
erative relationship with local kindergartens and schools
( )-

Fourthly, we have established teams of volunteers
for reading promotion and a voluntary service system.
Lastly, we have maintained a large readership after
many years of providing reader services.

Based on the voluntary service system, we are able
to provide the latest publications through cooperation
with writers and publishers. We organize writers and
book editors to go to campuses and libraries and talk
directly with readers ( ). The coverage of
reading promotion activities has been doubled through
our work in inter-library partnerships. Various focused
reading promotional activities resulted in large numbers
of readers who rely on and are fond of the library. By
the way, more and more readers come to the library
and make use of the library.

The volunteer groups of the library readers should
be mentioned. Members of our reading promotional
volunteer groups come from the library’s audience
who have loved the library after bringing their children
to the library to read books and taking part in the
activities and then wanting to be the library reading
promoters. Therefore, we have set up a volunteering
platform for them to tell stories and recommend books
for more children. Furthermore, they go with us, library
workers, to urban and rural schools and even schools
in the deep mountains to share their joy of reading
on the teaching platforms. They have become not only
book readers but also members of library workers.

With the support of the voluntary service system,
we have created a series of brand activities to promote
children reading in recent years ( ).

The Ma Liang Cup Childrens Painting and Calligraphy
Contest and Story King Contest have been held for

40 years. More than 300 games of Little-Footprint Story
Club—Weekend Picture Book Storytelling for younger
readers have been held for 10 years.

The activities of Motivative Seeds Reading Promotion
have traveled thousands of kilometers sending books
and reading activities to school, communities, and vil-
lages through walking Wuhan streets, entering to the
suburbs of the countryside and even the province’s
deep mountain schools.

Tusen Ord-creative activities for children’s reading
continued for many years among children ages of 5 to 12 is
the pioneer for reading activity for children’s imagination.

Since covid-19 began in 2020, Online Book Club
has led the new fashion of online reading to meet
readers online every weekend and become the leading
resource of library online children’s book promotion
activities. The marvelous presentations of Music
& Reading, combining children’s book reading with
a live concert, have broadened the boundaries of the
reading promotion.

The activities of Intangible Cultural Heritage Reading
Club combining passing on the skills with reading have
helped children feel the charm of traditional culture.

The activities of “Parents and Children Reading
Together - the Most Beautiful Childhood” have brought
the fragrance of books for more parent-child families
by launching radio parent-child reading programs,
inviting audio works and holding family reading shows.
We have had numerous brand reading activities as
“Little Dream with You at the Movies”, “Online Carnival’,
“I'am a child of the Yangtze River”, etc.

Story books connect with readers every day in librar-
ies. More colorful, more vivid, more lovely stories
are being told and read in Wuhan Children’s Library.
Meanwhile, we hope that our international cooperation
will become a new component in our children’s reading
promotion system and make it possible for children
around the world to communicate between countries
in reading activities.

Scheme 1. Children's Reading Promotion System
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